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FROM THE MAGAZINE RACK #111 DECEMBER 15, 1976 
PAUL FRANCUCH 


REVISITING THE SOUTHERN MIND CTHE NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE 


KING KONG KUDZU, MENACE TO SOUTH CSMITHSONIAN 


ANNCR : HERE IS ==--------~- WITH FROM THE MAGAZII!IE RACK -- SUMMARIES 
OF ARTICLES ON TIMELY TOPICS FROM AMERICAN MAGAZINES, TODAY, 
TO SELECTIONS ON THE AMERICAN SOUTH, FIRST, FROM THE NEW 


YORK TIMES NAGAZIIE, ONE MAN'S VIEW ON WHY SOUTHERNERS ARE 


SONEHC!! DIFFERENT FROM OTHER AMERICANS. AND FROM SMITHSONIAN 
MAGAZINE, THE STORY OF THE BOTANICAL SCOURGE OF THE SOUTH. 
REVISITING THE SOUTHE®N MIND CTHE NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE 
CFRANCUCH -- 3-4 

REPORTER: FOLLOWING JIiMY CARTER'S PRESIO:NTIAL ELECTION, SCORES OF 
MAGAZINE ARTICLES HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED ABOUT THE SOCIETY, 
CULTURE AMD POLITICS OF THAT PART OF THE UNITED STATES KNOWN 
AS “THE SOUTH." ADDIHG TO THIS EVER-GROWING LIST IS AN 
ARTICLE IN THE NE'! YORK TIMES MAGAZINE BY ROY REED, A MAN 
WHO HAS LIVED Iii THE SOUTH] ALMOST ALL OF HIS LIFE, AND HAS 


DEE! A TIMES REPORTER THERE FOR MORE THAN A DECADE, 


THE WAY SOUTHERNERS THIWK AND THE BELIEFS THEY HOLD, 
ACCORDING TO MISTER REED, CANNOT BE EXPLAINED IN DEFINITE 
TERNS. HOWEVER, THEY DO HAVE SOME GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS. 
BUT WHAT IS IT THAT LiAKES A SOUTHERNER DIFFERENT FROM ANY 
OTHER ANERICAN? FOR ONE THING, HIS SCORN, WRITES MISTER 
REED. SCORN OVER THE HIONSENSE WHICH HAS BEEN PERPETUATED 
ASOUT THE SOUTH FOR NEARLY A CENTURY, HOW DO SOUTHERNERS 


OVERCOME THIS? MISTER REED TELLS OF ONE POSSIBLE WAY: 


VOICE: 


SCS 


REPORTER: 
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"WE THE SCORNED HAVE ALIJAYS FELT A SPECIAL NEED TO PUT THE 
BEST FACE ON THINGS. AT ITS MOST PRIMITIVE LEVEL, THAT IS 
THE REASON FOR THE SOUTHERN GRIN, THIS IS A SMALL THING 


BUT IT ILLUMINATES, 


"EVERYBODY IN THE COUNTRY BY NOW HAS SEEN JIMMY CARTER'S 
BROTHER BILLY GRINHI!'G ON TELEVISION. SOMETIMES HE IS 
GRINNING AND SAYING SOMETHING FUNNY AND OTHER TIMES HE IS 
GRINNING AND SAYING SOMETHI'JG MEAN, THE NORTHERN REPORTERS 
ARE THEN SHOW LOOKING PERPLEXED, WONDERING IF THEY HAVE 
MISSED THE JOKE. THE CARTER GRIN CAN BE SEEN AT VARYING 


VOLUME OW SOUTHERN FACES OF ALL COLORS, AGES AND SEXES. 


"THE SOUTHERN GRIM MEANS WHATEVER THE GRINNER WANTS IT TO 
MEAN, SOMETIMES IT REFLECTS HOMEST PLEASURE AND APPROVAL. 
OTHER TIMES IT HIOCS -- BUT NOT QUITE == ANGER, FEAR, 


HATRED OR HURT. 


IT 


"IN A BAR ON SATURDAY NIGHT, DIRECTED AT AN OUTSIDER, 
MAY BE SHORTHAND FOR 'KEEP TALKIN', GOOD BUDDY, AND I'LL 
BUST YOUR HEAD.' IN A TENSE CONVERSATION ABOUT OUR \IOMEN, 
HONOR OR MONEY, IT CAN MEAN, "FRIEND, I WOULDN'T PURSUE 


THAT IF I WERE YOU." SOMETIIIES IT IS MERELY A GREETING, A 


"HOW YOu?'" 


LAZY SUBSTITUTE FOR "HEY" OR / 


YOU'VE POSSIBLY HEARD OR READ ABOUT SOUTHERN ACCENTS AND 
WAYS OF SPEAKING. ACTUALLY, EVERY REGION OF THE UNITED 
STATES HAS ITS Ot!) DIALECT AND FIGURES OF SPEECH, BUT FOR 
SOME REASON, THE SOUTH HAS ALWAYS BEEN OUTSTANDING. AS 


REED DESCRIBES IT: 
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"CONVERSATION IN THE SOUTH IS DIFFERENT. /IT IS NOT HURLED 


STOMES, AS IN NEW YORK, BUT MOONSHINE PASSED SLOWLY TO ALL 
WHO CARE TO LIFT THE BOTTLE. /IT TAKES HUMOR AND MEANING 
NOT FROM OME=LIMNS JABS BUT FROM STORIES. A STORY DOES NOT 


HAVE TO BE LONG; THE MEREST ANECDOTE WILL DO, 


“THERE IS MORE THAN AMUSEME:'T IN SOUTHERN STORY-TELLING,. IT 
IS A WAY OF BEING INDIRECT, IF ANY ONE ECCENTRICITY 
NOURISHES THE SOUTHERNER AND GIVES HIM SPACE TO PERFORM AND 
STRUGGLE AHO FIGHT, IT IS INDIRECTION. HE WILL WEVER TAKE 
THE SHORT WAY IF THERE IS A LONGER WAY. NO DISCUSSION, 
SERMOM OR QUARREL SHOULD SE TELESCOPED WHEN IT CAN BE DRAWN 
OUT ALL AFTERIHOON WITH ENDLESS OPPORTUNITY FOR DODGING, 


FELTING A'iD MEZPI'N'G ONE'S POSITION OBSCURED," 


REPORTER: MISTER REED SUGGFSTS IN HIS ARTICLE THAT SOUTHERNERS TEND TO 


VOICE: 


O 
av 


BE FIERCELY ITiIDEPEIDENT, STROHG=-MINDED AND DETERMINED IN 


WHAT THEY DO. /HE WRITES: 


"VUHENEVER HE IS GIVEN A CHOICE, THE SOUTHERNER'S FAVORITE 
WAY OF PREVAILING IS BY FIGHTING. 1OT JUST !'ITH FISTS AND 
GUIS, ALTHOUGH THERE IS PLENTY OF THAT, BUT WITH HIS VOICE, 
THE MAI!! SOUHD HEARD IN THE SOUTH IS AN UNCEASING CRY OF 
DEFIANCE HURLED IN ALL DIRECTIONS, FOR ALL THE AMERICAN 
ENCROACHINEIN'TS, THE SOUTHERN COUNTRYSIDE AND SMALL TOWNS AND 
EVEN THE SUDURBS AND GOOD-OLE=-BOY PRESERVES THAT SIT IN THE 
VERY SHADOWS OF THE SOUTHERN SKYSCRAPPERS ARE INHABITED 

AND GIVEN THEIR DOMINANT TONE BY MEN -- AND WOMEN WHO 
ACQUIESCE IN THIS MATTER == WHO CARRY IN THEIR HEARTS OR 
GENES OR LIVERS OR LIGHTS AN ANCIENT, GOD=-CREATED BELIEF 


" / 


THAT A MAN _HAS A RIGHT TO DO AS HE PLEASE 


REPORTER: 


VOICE: 


FROM THE MAGAZINE RACK #111 PAGE 4 


REED NOTES IN HIS NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZITIE ARTICLE THAT 
THERE'S A KIND OF TENSION WHICH SEEMS TO BE PECULIAR TO 
AMERICA'S SOUTH. HE CALLS IT THE TENSION FOUND IN "ROOTS 
VERSUS POSSIBILITY,” WHICH IS SOMETHING LIKE THE OLD STORY 
OF HOME AGAINST THE \IORLD. BUT THE CONFLICT IS PARTICULARLY 
STRIKING FOR A SOUTHERNER, SAYS REED, BECAUSE WHILE HIS 


ROOTS KEEP DIGGING DEEPER, TEMPTATION TO ESCAPE GROWS: 


"WHEN CHARLES MORGAN, JR., THE SOUTHERN LAWYER AND CIVIL= 
LIBERTIES ACTIVIST, SAYS OF JIMMY CARTER, ‘*HE'S A ROOTED 

MAN IN A ROOTLESS SOCIETY,' HE IS DESCRIBING MORE SOUTHERNERS 
THAN THE ONE FROM PLAINS. THE PASSION FOR HOME, FAMILY, 

LAND AND STABILITY IS STROMG THROUGHOUT THIS REGION, THE 
REASON IS NO SECRET. THE SOUTH IS NOT ONLY OLD BY MOST 
AMERICAN STANDARDS, IT IS ALSO RURAL. THE RURAL MENTALITY 
SEEKS PERMANENCE, HOWEVER TEMPTED IT IS BY THE PASSING 


FANCY. 


"NOT THAT THE PASSING FANCY IS SCORNED. POSSIBILITY IS A 
CONSTANT LURE. WHEN A SOUTHERN MAN STANDS ON A MOUNTAIN 

AND LOOKS AT A VALLEY, HE WANTS IT ALL -=- NOT OUT OF GREED 

IN THE SIMPLE SENSE OF THE WORD, BUT FOR THE POSSIBILITIES 

HE SEES THERE. HE COVETS ONE MAN'S PASTURE FOR ITS PROXIMITY 
TO THE RIVER, ANOTHER'S MEADOW FOR ITS RICH HAY, A FAR SLOPE 
FOR THE ORCHARD IT COULD BEAR, AND THROUGH IT ALL RUNS THE 
ROAD TO THE CITY AND THE THOUSAND THINGS IT WOULD LAY AT HIS 


FEET IF HE DEIGNED TO GO," 


REPORTER: 


REPORTER: 


VOICE: 


FROM THE MAGAZINE RACK #111 PAGE 5 


THE “WORDS OF JOURHWALIST ROY REED, OFFERING SOME CLUES FOR 


UNDERSTANDING THE \'AYS OF MANY 'JHO LIVE IN AMERICA'S SOUTH 


- eee AS SUGGESTED IN THE PAGES OF THE NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE. 


sic 


KING KONG KUDZU, Menace TO SOUTH CSMITHSONIAN) 
~ CFRANCUCH -- 3-4850 ) 


IT ENTERED THIS COUNTRY FROM JAPAM IN 1876 == AN INNOCENT 
VISITOR AT ANERICAN'TS CENTENNIAL YEAR CELEGRATION, BUT IT 
SUNK ITS ROOT DEEP INTO AMERICAN SOIL AND EXTENDED ITS 

LONG HAIRY VItlE DRESSED WITH BROAD, THREE-POINTED LEAVES, 
IT GRE'' EXTE:'SIVELY AND AT FIRST, FARMERS BELIEVED IT WAS 
THEIR FRIE!!O, BUT NOW IT'S CONSIDERED THEIR EVER-GROWING 
ENEMY. ‘<SIAT IS THIS VEXIi'G VEGETATION WE'RE TALKING ABOUT? 


IT'S CALLED KUDZU$ 


"KUDZU HAS BEE‘! THE INSPIRATION OF POETRY AND SONG, IT HAS 
STARRED Il MOVIES, IT CAil GROW A HUNDRED TANGLED FEET IN 
OIE SUMMER. KUDZU IS A VINE. IT IS LUSH. IT IS FAST- 


GROWING. %—IT IS EMGULFIi‘G THE SOUTH. 


"ALIHOST EVERYIHERE YOU DRIVE BELO'! THE MASON=DIXON LINE, YOU 
CAM SEE GREAT BILLOVING WAVES OF KUDZU FILLING FIELDS AND 
WASHING OVER HIGHAY EMBAIIKMENTS. TOURISTS OFTEN COMMENT ON 
HO'! BEAUTIFUL AND VERDANT IT LS. FUT IF THEY LOOK CLOSER, 
THEY NOTICE THAT WHERE KUDZU GROWS NOTHING ELSE DOES, 
KUDZU'S ADVANCING TIDE SWALLOWS UP ALL IN ITS PATH, LEAVING 
ONLY At! OCCASIONAL DEAD PINE TO STAND LIKE A PILING FROM A 


LONG=-VAIJISHED PIER," 


REPORTER: 


VOICE: 


REPORTER: 
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THOSE ARE THE WORDS OF LARRY STEVENS, WRITING IN SMITHSONIAN 
MAGAZINE, KUOZU MADE ITS FIRST AMERICAN APPEARANCE IN 
PHILADELPHIA AS A JAPANESE ORNAMENTAL PLANT AT THE U.S. 
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, BUT IT ESCAPED, SO TO SPEAK, AND 
THE NEXT PLACE IT REARED ITS SHINY LEAVES, STEVENS WRITES, 


WAS It! THE SOUTH: 


"BY THE 1890S KUDZU HAD WOUND ITS WAY TO THE SOUTH. THERE 

IT WAS ENCOURAGED TO CLIMB OVER PORCHES. ITS THICK MAT OF 
VEGETATION PROVIDED WELCOME, COOLING SHADE DURING THE 
SVELTERING SUMMER DAYS, AT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY, C.E. 
PLEAS, A FARMER IN CHIPLEY, FLORIDA, WAS DISAPPOINTED WITH 
THE POOR PERFORMANCE OF HIS KUDZU; SO HE YANKED IT UP AND 
THRE\! IT OM A TRASH PILE BEHIND HIS HOUSE, NOTHING CAN MATCH 
THE FURY OF A SPURNED KUDZU PLANT, AND WITHIN TYO YEARS THAT 
PILE AND A VAST AREA OF THE FARMER'S PROPERTY WERE SMOTHERED 


BY THE VINE," 


FINDING A USE FOR THE TWISTING AND FAST-GROWING KUDZU WAS 
A PROBLEM UNTIL FARMER PLEAS DISCOVERED THAT ANIMALS LIKED 
TO EAT ET. MOREOVER, KUDZU WAS A GOOD FORAGE CROP WHICH 
GREW VELL WITHOUT CULTIVATION. AND BECAUSE ITS ROOTS DUG 
DEEP, IT HELPED AERATE THE SOIL AND GET WATER FROM DEEP IN 
THE GROUND. IT ALSO HELP&D STEM SOIL EROSION, FOR THE 
SOUTHERN SOILS, SAPPED OF NUTRIENTS AFTER YEARS OF GROWING 
TOBACCO, AND DRIED BY HOT SUMMER SUNSHINE, THE KUDZU WAS 
GODSENT,. THE AGRICULTURAL EXPERTS IN PRESIDENT FRANKLIN 
ROOSEVELT'S ADMINISTRATION RECOGNIZED THIS, STEVEN WRITES, 
AND THEY RECRUITED KUDZU INTO THE "NEW DEAL" ECONOMIC 


PROGRAM: 


VOICr: 


REPORTER: 
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"THE AGRICULTURE STABILIZATION AND CONSERVATION SERVICE, 
CREATED TO RECLAIM THE NATION'S LAND, BEGAN A MASSIVE 

KUDZU CAMPAIGN IN THE SOUTH, FARMERS ‘'HO PLANTED A KUDZU 
CROP ‘VIOULD BE RE'AROSD VVITH EXCELLENT PASTURE THAT CONTROLLED 
EROSION AND REJUVENATED THE SOIL. THE A=-S-C=-S GAVE ANMAY 
MILLIOI'S OF KUDZU PLANTS IT RECEIVED FROM THE SOIL 
COUSERVATIOn SERVICE MURSERIES. THE S=C=S HAD ITS OWN 

KUDZU PROGRA.| DEVOTED SOLELY TO STOPPING SOIL EROSION. 

FROM HARYLAIID TO TEXAS, THOUSANDS OF HEN FROM THE CIVILIAN 
COUSERVATTON CORPS SIERE EMPLOYED TO PLANT KUDZU ALONG 


HIGHWAYS AND BY'IAYS, IN EVERY GULLY AND GORGE." 


AiO FRO THERE IT GRe'', AND GREW, AND GREW. BUT FARMERS 
DISCOVERED THAT OTHER PLANTS ACTED FETTER THAN KUDZU AS 
SOTL PEVITALIZEPS OR EROSTIOM INHISTITORS, AND THEY ALSO 
FOUND THAT IT VAS HARD TO STOP KUDZU == WHICH BY THEN WAS 
GRO'TI'G INTO OTHER FARMERS! FIELDS, UP TELEPHONE POLES AND 
ELECTRIC POVIER LINES, AND OVER THOUSAIIDS OF HECTARES OF 
TREES, COVERI\'G THEI LIKE A BLANKET, CUTTING OFF THEIR 


SUNLIGHT AND, ULTIMATELY, KILLING THEM, 


HOW CAM THIS CREEPING MENACE BE CURBED? STEVENS CITES A 


FE‘! IDEAS: 


"CHEMICAL CONTROLS EXIST WHICH, IF APPLIED CORRECTLY AND 
OFTEN ENOUGH, CAIN ELIMINATE THE VEGETAL MEDUSA, BUT NO 
WASSIVE ERADICATION EFFORT HAS BEEN MOUNTED. EXCEPT WHERE 


IT OFFERS A CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER, KUDZU SPREADS UNCHECKED, 


REPORTER: 


ANNCR: 
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"ONE WOMAN URGED IN A RECENT ATLANTA CONSTITUTION EDITORIAL 


THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT PAY THE UNEMPLOYED TO DIG UP 


KUDZU eee 


“RUFUS ADAIR OF THE ELBERTON CGEORGIA) STAR HAS PROPOSED 
LEAKING A STORY THAT KUDZU IS HALLUCINOGENIC, ‘THE HIPPIES 
AND THE GOVERNMENT WOULD BE RACING TO SEE WHO COULD GET IT 


FIRST," HE SAYS WRYLY," / 


A NEW PRACTICAL USE FOR KUOZU MAY BE ON THE HORIZON, THOUGH. 
ONE HORTICULTURALIST SUGGESTS PLANTING THE VINE IN BARRELS 
ON THE ROOFS OF NEW BUILDINGS AND LETTING IT COVER THE 
STRUCTURE. THAT \!OULD COOL THE BUILDING NATURALLY, THUS 


REDUCING AIR-CONDITIONING COSTS, 


THERE MAY AS ‘'ELL BE SOME PRACTICAL USE FOR KUDZU, CONCLUDES 
LARRY STEVENS IN HIS SMITHSONIAN ARTICLE. BECAUS® ONE FACT 
IS CERTAIN == IT'S NOT GOING AVAY, 

ee 
YOU HAVE BEEN LISTENII'G TO FROM THE MAGAZINE RACK, SUMMARIES 
OF ARTICLES ON TIMELY TOPICS FROM AMERICAN MAGAZINES. JOIN 


US AGAIN NEXT WEEK CAT THIS TIME) FOR MORE SELECTIONS 


FROM THE MAGAZIIIE RACK. 


DK/CAK 


